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28 CFR Ch. V (7–1–15 Edition) § 540.47 

§ 540.47 Media visits. 
Requirements for media visits are 

governed by the provisions on contact 
with news media (see subpart E of this 
part). A media representative who 
wishes to visit outside his or her offi-
cial duties, however, must qualify as a 
regular visitor or, if applicable, a spe-
cial visitor. 

[68 FR 10658, Mar. 6, 2003] 

§ 540.48 [Reserved] 

§ 540.49 Transportation assistance. 
The Warden shall ensure that direc-

tions for transportation to and from 
the institution are provided for the ap-
proved visitor (see § 540.51(b)(4)). Direc-
tions for transportation to and from 
the institution and pay phone service, 
with commercial transportation phone 
numbers posted, are also to be made 
available at the institution to assist 
visitors. 

§ 540.50 Visits to inmates not in reg-
ular population status. 

(a) Admission and holdover status. The 
Warden may limit to the immediate 
family of the inmate visits during the 
admission-orientation period or for 
holdovers where there is neither a vis-
iting list from a transferring institu-
tion nor other verification of proposed 
visitors. 

(b) Hospital patients. (1) When visitors 
request to see an inmate who is hos-
pitalized in the institution, the Chief 
Medical Officer (or, in his absence, the 
Health Services Administrator), in con-
sultation with the Captain, shall deter-
mine whether a visit may occur, and if 
so, whether it may be held in the hos-
pital. 

(2) Visits to inmates hospitalized in 
the community may be restricted to 
only the immediate family and are sub-
ject to the general visiting policy of 
that hospital. 

(c) Detention or segregation status. Or-
dinarily, an inmate retains visiting 
privileges while in detention or seg-
regation status. Visiting may be re-
stricted or disallowed, however, when 
an inmate, while in detention or seg-
regation status, is charged with, or has 
been found to have committed, a pro-
hibited act having to do with visiting 

guidelines or has otherwise acted in a 
way that would reasonably indicate 
that he or she would be a threat to the 
orderliness or security of the visiting 
room. Loss of an inmate’s visiting 
privileges for other reasons may not 
occur unless the inmate is provided a 
hearing before the Discipline Hearing 
Officer (DHO) in accordance with the 
provisions of § 541.17 of this chapter, 
following those provisions which are 
appropriate to the circumstances, 
which results in a finding by the DHO 
that the inmate committed a prohib-
ited act and that there is a lack of 
other appropriate sanctions or that im-
position of an appropriate sanction pre-
viously has been ineffective. The Unit 
Discipline Committee (UDC) may not 
impose a loss of visiting privileges for 
inmates in detention or segregation 
status. The provisions of this para-
graph (c) do not interrupt or delay a 
loss of visiting sanction imposed by the 
UDC or DHO prior to the inmate’s 
placement in detention or segregation 
status. 

[45 FR 44232, June 30, 1980, as amended at 51 
FR 26128, July 18, 1986; 58 FR 39095, July 21, 
1993] 

§ 540.51 Procedures. 
(a) Responsibility. The Warden of the 

institution shall establish and enforce 
local visiting guidelines in accordance 
with the rules and regulations of the 
Bureau of Prisons. 

(b) Preparation of the list of visitors. (1) 
Staff shall ask each inmate to submit 
during the admission-orientation proc-
ess a list of proposed visitors. After ap-
propriate investigation, staff shall 
compile a visiting list for each inmate 
and distribute that list to the inmate 
and the visiting room officer. 

(2) Staff may request background in-
formation from potential visitors who 
are not members of the inmate’s imme-
diate family, before placing them on 
the inmate’s approved visiting list. 
When little or no information is avail-
able on the inmate’s potential visitor, 
visiting may be denied, pending receipt 
and review of necessary information, 
including information which is avail-
able on the inmate and/or the inmate’s 
offense, including alleged offenses. 

(3) If a background investigation is 
necessary before approving a visitor, 
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